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What’s a tool ? 

l A tool is a procedure, guidance, method, evaluation or assessment 
to accomplish an objective or achieve a result.

l In the PETUS research project, tools included assist in 
incorporating sustainability into urban infrastructure projects.

¡ How ? What tool to develop within PETUS ?
¡ How to find a pertinent source of knowledge to act in a 

sustainable way ?
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Typology of tools
PETUS web site

l Different type of tools have 
been identified 

l the stage when the type of 
tool could be used,
l the type of output that is 

produced
l and some comments on 

experiences



Typology of tool
PETUS web site



Reviewed tools
within PETUS

l From literature review final report
¡ 126 tools reviewed using the data extraction sheet!
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Figure 5.3 - Stage at which sustainable 
development tools are applied
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Figure 5.5 - Type of data collection 
method  used in the evaluation tools 
identified

Come from
l Cases studies
l Literature Review



Reviewed tools
within PETUS

¡ Around 40 tools already available on the web site!



Frameworks …

l What’s a framework?

¡ Within PETUS, a framework is a portfolio of documents of different 
features that aims to support actions relating to specific matters.

¡ Frameworks tend to support the whole process of a project,p,p
providing a set of tools, methods, recommendations and illustrations at 
different space and time scales.

¡ The main benefit of a frameworks is to provide a panel of tools that are 
organised and documented. It enables the user to create an 
(internationally referenced) background.



Frameworks … collection of tools
available within PETUS

l existing tools, methods and recommendations in specific matter.
l toolkits + examples and cases studies illustrations 
l often developed by international consortium
l often provided in a website format

l ways of searching through the database depend on the goals of the 
framework

l different types of end-users addressed depending on the sector 
covered and the point of view of the frameworks' developers

¡ 18 frameworks reviewed are available on the web site!



Frameworks’ findings
within PETUS



Frameworks’ findings 
within PETUS

l Huge amount of tools

l The way tools are organised 



What type of tool PETUS will developed?

TOOLS
FRAMEWORKS-
collection of tools



COM(2004)60

l “ the knowledge and techniques needed to bring about 
significant improvements in environmental performance in 
urban areas are already known. Whilst there are some gaps 
in knowledge, the focus of the Strategy should be on 
achieving clear changes in urban areas rather than calling for 
further consideration of the issues."

Towards a Thematic Strategy on the Urban Environment



PETUS approach

A complementary, crossing, double approach

• structured and documented data

• comments on practice 

• frame : questions but not 
solutions

• meeting point for stakeholders

• sectors, time and space limits 
crossed over 



PETUS
double complementary approach,
a frame to customize, a database to use…



PETUS
double complementary approach,
a frame to customize, a database to use…

http://www.petus.eu.com/


