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Places of Today

The Good

Crickhowell, Main Square

Park Street, Bristol

Baltic Riverside, Newcastle
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Places of Today

The Bad

Everywhere Drive

“When I Got There, There Was No There There…
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Places of Today

And the Downright Ugly

Not so Poplar Road



Delivering sustainable solutions in a more competitive world

5   

The Future - All Good Developments:

üLand Use Urban Form and Design

üTransport

üEnergy Efficiency

üImpact of Individual Buildings

üNatural Resources

üEcology

üCommunity

üBusiness
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Land Use Urban Form and Design

• Site Criteria – Planning Guidance & Constraints

• Reusing Sites – Brownfield Rehabilitation

• Grain, Layout and Scale  - The Heart

• Open Space and Landscaping - The Lungs

• Mixture of Uses  - The Sole

• Density – One Shape Doesn’t Fit All!

• Aesthetics – It Matters to all not just Architects
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Transport

• Policy – Strategic Development

• Public Transport Provision – Regular and Reliable

• Parking – How Much and Where

• Pedestrians and Cyclists – Movement Priority

• Local Employment – Ratios Matter

• Proximity of Local Facilities – No Discrete Zoning
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Energy and Impact of Individual Buildings

• Community Energy Production – CHP, Renewables

• Street Lighting – Efficiently Lighting Down Not Up

• BREEAM – Excellence Pays

• EcoHomes - Realistic Targets, Continual Improvement
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Natural Resources

• Local Resources - Reclaimed/Green Materials

• Air Quality – Protection and Screening

• Water Conservation – Grey Water and Rain Water

• Refuse Composting – Must be local
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Ecology

• Surveys - Sensitivity at the Beginning

• Enhancement – Not Only Protection

• Planting – Sympathetic and Manageable
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Community

• Support – We are all stakeholders

• Involvement – Must be Appropriate and Inclusive

• Integration – Edges and Enhancement

• Householders Pack – Involvement and Ownership

• Crime – Defensible and Safe Places
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Business

• Enhancement – Build the Local Business Base

• Employment – Focus on the Locals

• Training – Create opportunities for unemployed 

• Environmental Jobs – Pride of Place

• Social Jobs – Community Development
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Bloody Obvious!!.....
……….…So Why Are We So Poor at it?

• Too Tactical  - UK Planning

• Poor Communications – Tell them what you need to

• Rigidity - We shall not be moved

• Lack of Vision – We are comfortable with what we know

• Short-Term mentality – Quick Win Please
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One Useful Tool That Might Help

A Simple Matrix that;

• Puts our cards on table;

• Measures performance;

• Is Totally Transparent; and  

• Capable of being Continually updated 

As importantly the matrix allows us to square up to what are 
often conflicting economic, environmental and social interests
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Llandarcy As It Was
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Llandarcy As it is Today
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And As it Will Be
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What Has the Matrix Done

• Assisted us throughout the planning and design 
Process

• Made it Clear where we were falling short

• Managed Our Conflicts

• Helped Plan our Emerging Priorities

• Demonstrate our Sustainable Credentials

In Summary - Its Helped Us Deliver an Exemplar of 
Sustainable Development


